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GENERATION PREPARED PARENTS 


TREAT 


The Clara Elizabeth Fund for Maternal Health 


“Time the essence this contract.” These were the 
words that started what has grown into one the most 
comprehensive Family Life Education service programs 
offered organization the people any county 
the United States. Time one reason for this growth. Time 
and timing are elements often ignored working with 
people and communities. Many educational service 
programs cannot really count dividends less than 
generation. 

Time and skillful and devoted staff are reasons why 
the citizens Flint and Genessee County feel that many 
their personal and family needs have been and are 
being met the Clara Elizabeth Fund’s services. Credit 
for giving the time build solid foundations goes the 
Trusteess and the Medical Advisors. They did not ask 
for quick returns the investment. The plan has grown 
people have indicated what they would like have the 
way educational services critical times, teachable 
moments, their lives. 

The diagram indicates the scope the program the 
last few years. The original plan was not ambitious. The 
Trustees and the Medical Advisors were confronted with 
problem, namely, the high maternal mortality rate 
Flint and Genessee County. was because educa- 
tional service which paid dividends safer motherhood 
that the broader service grew teaching activities for 
various segments the Family Life Cycle. 

But this was gradual process. The Men’s Forum (Ex- 
pectant Fathers) and Mothercraft classes grew slowly 
enrollment. Only after the people the community 
recognized the assistance given expectant parents did they 
think of, ask for, extension services into other 
areas family life. 

Though they are very important for understanding 
how extensive the educational program is, for the pur- 
pose this narrative, will omit analysis how the 
family founding, child rearing, and child launching seg- 
ments the program developed. will confine this 
discussion the original concern William Knudsen, 
who 1937, was President General Motors. “Let the 
mothers Flint have some babies me,” was the way 
which said have responded the factual ma- 
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terial presented study which showed several Flint’s 
public health needs. 

One these needs was that the child-bearers, the men 
and women our county, did not know about appre- 
ciate the need for good maternal care. this connection 
the people the Flint area were different from those 
other areas the United States the same time. The 
period between 1935 and 1940 was time when people, 
especially the doctors, were realizing that maternal mor- 
bidity and mortality rates were far too high. Awareness 
was growing that they did not have high. Many 
states and cities were aware the need for improved 
medical and nursing facilities well better hospital 
practices. This was the time when the sulfa drugs and anti- 
biotics were being developed. 

order indicate some the facts about the 
Clara Elizabeth Fund and its resources. The name? “No, 
not the Knudsen name. will give wife’s name, Clara 
Elizabeth,” the former Danish immigrant remarked. 
small foundation resources foundations go. Mr. 
Knudsen, becoming grandfather 1937, decided 
that wanted something for Flint. had been 
President Chevrolet. Chevrolet’s hometown was 
Through his friends was aware that things could 
done improve the maternal health situation. set 
aside block his General Motors stock which the 
time had market value approximately $250,000.00. 
asked three his Flint friends the Trustees. They 
turn each appointed Medical Advisor, and the Medi- 
cal Advisors with vision and with the guidance the 
Executive Health Officer the City Flint Health De- 
partment, indicated that the approach made was 
not terms the payment medical and hospital 
bills, but rather building educational program. “Help 
people help themselves, don’t make people dependent” was 
part the philosophy that dominated the thinking the 
early activity planners. Twenty years later, after expendi- 
tures over $750,000 and with record teaching more 
than 48,000 expectant parents, the citizens Flint like that 
kind philosophy and Knudsen’s variety philanthropy. 

While general health education program was begun 
the Fall 1937 prepare the way for parent classes, 


THE EMPTY NEST 
family life cycle. 


ounseling 


Each division represents the proportionate part couple’s life family. 


pressure was exerted rush hurriedly into untried 
methods that might lead failure. For fifteen months 
study was made educational approaches maternal 
health problems. During this there were careful 
observations parent classes Cleveland, New York, 
and New Haven. The features each that would work 
Flint and Genessee County were culled from those and 
other successful programs. The unique features in- 
dustrial city, automobile city 150,000 population, 
were taken into consideration developing the plan 
operation. 

January 1939, the Clara Elizabeth Fund began its 
first classes for expectant fathers. From the outset be- 
lieved that the husband and father was important mem- 
ber the maternal health team, though the term, “the 
maternal health team” was much later development. 


CHILD LAUNCHING 


é Helping families understand 
changing patterns the 


COMMUNITY FAMILY LIFE PROGRAM 


Family Living 


Twelfth grade 


From Friendship Marriage 
Out-of-school youth 
: Marriage and the Family 
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Marriage Forum 
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Mothercraft 

Couples’ Club 
Training for Childbirth 


Parent Training Cooperative Nursery 
Reproduction Education 
Community Groups Child Study Clubs 
Effective Living 

Experimental—ninth grade class 
Family Living 

Ninth grade 
Growth and Development 

Eighth grade girls and ninth grade boys 


Family Living 
Twelfth grade 


From Friendship Marriage 
Out of-school youth 

Marriage and the Family 
College age 


Helping Parents Understand 


Mothercraft classes also began January that year. 

For the first five years, the teaching program was di- 
rected the executive health officer the city Flint. 
public health educator and public health nurse made 
the original staff. Incidentally, the staff has always been 
balanced between nurses and men trained family life 
educators. 

would difficult estimate the importance this 
public health approach what proved solution 
this maternal health problem. The Flint public health 
nurses, and later the nurses Genessee County, were key 
people providing class members. The fact that the 
nurses were making calls prenatal patients made 
possible from the very beginning conduct successful 
classes for women. Public health nurses’ know-how 
mothers’ needs was very important. 
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Policy 


The Medical Advisors appointed the Trustees made 
certain decisions which set policy. One these decisions 
was that there was teaching men’s women’s 
classes doctors themselves. The doctors said, “We will 
tell you what want taught, you educators are teach 
it.” The doctors believed that their function was con- 
cern themselves with the actual medical, the obstetrical 
care the patient. They recognized that most doctors are 
not trained teachers. This early decision avoided the 
professional jealousy that has developed some commu- 
nities when doctors have taught expectant parent classes. 

second very important responsibility was assumed 
the Medical Advisors. They said, “It our business 
interpret the Fund’s educational services doctors.” This 
they did informally, but constantly. None the staff mem- 
bers was expected carry the load for interpreting fund 
policy practice. Actually, the program developed, 
Fund nurses who worked the hospitals, calling post 
partum patients, did great deal interpreting for doc- 
tors the physicians were making their rounds. These 
interpretations were informal but direct and personal. 

third decision was that “emphasis should put 
teaching parents what good maternal care was and the 
need for it, then parents-to-be will expect and willing 
pay for it.” “Putting faith people” has been basic 
philosophical concept which has guided other parts the 
program well that which deals with the childbearing 
segment the family life cycle. Adult education has some- 
times forgotten has not learned this simple philosophy. 

From the small beginning one class for men and one 
class for women, the teaching program has grown that 
today includes the following services. Those starred are 
the ones dealing specifically with the expectant parents. 
Others are related activities: 


1939 
In-Service Staff 1942 
Marriage and the 
(Junior College) 
Growth and 
Post Partum Classes 1945 
Family Living (9th 12th 1945 
Marriage Forum (Engaged 1948 
*Preparation for 1949 
Cooperative Nurseries 1950 
Training Hospital 1950 
Maternal Health Day 1952 
(For Physicians) 
Hospital Nurses 1957 
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Development Mothercraft 


“To help mothers achieve greater physical, mental, and 
emotional stability” was the over-all purpose set Medi- 
cal Advisors and nurse instructors for class members. The 
material discussed first was rather general scope. 
Later became more specific class members indi- 
cated their needs. 

From the beginning the teaching method has been 
combination informal presentation and class participa- 
tion. positive approach pregnancy always used. 
The negative avoided, however, this does not mean any 
evasion questions asked class members. 

Nurses have always been the instructors and one nurse 
responsible for entire series seven meetings. Classes 
are open all expectant mothers and any interested 
women who want attend. the usual sense, there are 
clinic classes. 

With slight variations, from one fifth one fourth 
the women who have babies Flint hospitals any one 
year attend the parent classes; some them return several 
times. Two thirds these women are having first babies; 
one third them second subsequent infants. After 
nineteen years continuous classes, the number child- 
bearing women who have had instruction the County 
very large. Flint and Genessee County have great popula- 
tion mobility the exact number not known. 

Most women begin with the first session series even 
though requirement made this regard. Each class 
session unit itself; classes are continuous; they meet 
two hours for each session. There are five such Mother- 
craft classes each week. Two afternoon classes are con- 
ducted hospitals. Three evening groups meet the 
classrooms the Fund. 

Visual aids are used extensively. The Fund owns and 
uses constantly three sets the famous Belski-Dickinson 
models the female reproductive system, development 
the baby, labor and delivery. Especially designed charts 
have been made well the usual anatomical charts; 
whenever films can used profitably, they are incor- 
porated teaching 

addition the general purpose given above, specific 
lesson objectives are: 

allay fear and anxiety presenting factual in- 

formation 

interpret physicians’ instructions and endeavor 

build greater confidence each woman her 
physician, both directly the information presented 
and the use class members experiences 

Because such publication was available for new instructors 
teacher’s manual for motherhood classes evolved and has been 
printed. has had several revisions. Also the essence each the 


seven class periods has been incorporated into published, brief but 
helpful manual. 


correct misinformation 


give psychological support mothers 


The following are the subject matter areas covered 
each Mothercraft class series: 


Reproduction 

Fetal development, labor and delivery 

Medical prenatal care and hygiene pregnancy 
Nutrition 

Layette 

Bath demonstration and care the new baby 


Breast and bottle feeding; disciplines. 


Mothercraft Class Evaluations 


How know are doing good work? Over and 
over again our girls say: came because friends and 
neighbors said the classes would help me.” The “satisfied 
customer” check one very sound kind evaluation. 
have the proof because continuing attendance. What 
are the results for the class members? few direct quota- 
tions reveal their feelings: 

“The Mothercraft course was the most wonderful thing 
that ever happened me—it changed attitude from 
fear understanding. developed real interest and 
excitement over having baby.” 

only wish every woman all over the United States 
could attend Mothercraft classes. one could ever know 
how helped me.” 

was labor room with girl who hadn’t been 
Mothercraft breathing classes. Wow 

attended the Mothercraft classes for both children 
and enjoyed every minute it. will attend these again 
when the need arises and will!” 

While statistical study has been made values de- 
rived from the classes the response doctors warm and 
appreciative. Our physicians say: 

“Instructed patients know what are talking about 
anatomically and physiologically.” 

“The patients who class ask intelligent ques- 
tions.” 

“They appreciate the obstetrical care give. They 
know why give the instructions do.” 

“The group instruction, the group discussion good for 
almost all patients.” 

“The classes relieve lot the normal anxieties and 
fears that accompany many pregnancies.” 

“The classes save untold hours time providing 
the generalized kinds explanations such instruction 
can give.” 

“We can devote our time the real obstetrical, the 
specific personal problem.” 


Years ago there was some scoffing about “those classes.” 
This true longer, and many doctors insist that their 
patients come both the Mothercraft Classes and the 
Preparation for Childbearing groups. 


Men’s Forum 


“To help husbands understand themselves and their 
wives preparing parenthood,” the original objective 
the Men’s Forum, has been expanded. have learned 
more about the responses men pregnancy. Expecta- 
tions men husbands and fathers get consideration. 
Now our purpose extends helping men understand 
their roles. Our culture ignores men’s emotional reactions 
pregnancy. Historically, and understandably, the emo- 
tional responses women have gotten the spotlight. 

dealing with husbands, have learned that men 
need consideration pregnancy too. Culturally, men are 
supposed express joy when pregnancy confirmed, 
but many times husbands are more joyful about than 
their wives, least “not this particular time.” Various 
aspects the men’s emotional reactions are considered. 
For example, his reactions his wife’s growing confidence 
her doctor can quite threat man. Husbands are 
frequently confused about the emotional reactions their 
wives, and need understand that these reactions are 
often psychosomatic nature. Men 
troubled about when sympathetic, when firm, 
when humor their wives. 

Explanations about and understanding husband’s 
feelings toward his unborn baby are necessary. the 
beginning the pregnancy feeling hostility toward 
his unborn baby not uncommon. Wives need re- 
minded that the original relationship needs lived even 
when the children are arriving change couple into 
family. new baby’s place not between mother and 
father but rather his mother and father took places 
either end line; the baby equidistant from them 
the point triangle. 


Content Men’s Forum 


Male and female reproductive systems 
Fetal development; labor and delivery 


Prenatal care; demonstration Preparation for 
Childbearing classes; moods and foods 


Helping the baby and his parents the early ad- 
justments; parents and their growing children. 


word explanation needs given about the rea- 
son for spending time the male reproductive system 
group dealing principally with prenatal care. 

know that men feel pretty much that they “have all 
the answers.” Boys are raised such way that they 
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not feel comfortable about the fact that they not know 
all there known concerning reproduction and sex. 
Herein lies the reason for much male bragging. must 
give the impression that does know everything. “You 
will want able help your sons and daughters under- 
stand reproduction let’s review the facts about our own 
reproductive anatomy” reason given the men for this 
unit. This approach protects men from having admit 
ignorance. gives them opportunity ask questions 
that they would not ask for themselves, about themselves. 

All aspects labor and delivery are considered. They 
learn the indications regarding the onset labor and 
when the hospital under usual circumstances. 
Since the men have made trip the maternity floor dur- 
ing the class period they know about hospital labor room 
procedures. They know how interpret what dilation 
means. They have seen delivery room and know 
general way what the equipment and how used. 
They have been briefed analgesics and anesthetics. They 
know that Flint hospitals minimum both will 
used. They are under false impression that childbirth 
“painless.” They also know that their wives who have 
attended the Preparation for Childbearing classes can make 
the hours labor and delivery easier for themselves. The 
husbands, because demonstrations given them, know 
how relieve some their wives’ discomforts during 
pregnancy and the labor room. 

The same informal climate prevails the four men’s 
classes those for the women. The men who the 
teaching, who incidentally, are the childbearing seg- 
ment the Family Life Cycle themselves, consider their 
role that guides for class members the men 
encounter these new and vital experiences. 

Men themselves seldom write “thank you” notes, but 
their wives have these things say about the Men’s 
Forum: 

“My labor was made considerably more comfortable 
husband’s presence the labor room. knew how 
rub back relieve the pressure. learned this 
Men’s Forum, and both appreciate the helpful informa- 
tion received through the classes.” 

“It was wonderful have patient and understand- 
ing husband this time; unlike the time our first baby 
was born. really appreciate the knowledge gained 
attending the classes.” 

know Men’s Forum wonderful. husband was 
great help, both pregnancy, labor, and now home.” 

Men and women separate classes ask many more 
questions than they husband-wife groups, neverthe- 
less this was the next development. 


Couples’ Classes 


1949 knew that there would advantages 
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beginning classes for husbands and wives. From the one 
series six meetings which taught 1950, this service 
for couples has developed until there are three series 
running each week. somewhat different purpose de- 
veloped for “Couples” because some husbands and wives 
want have this kind experience together. Some would 
not think going classes alone. The emphasis with the 
men and women together was improve and promote 
better understanding husband-wife relationships. The 
“togetherness” pregnancy was stressed and there was 
less emphasis obstetrical information than Mother- 
craft and Men’s Forum. The group dynamics husband- 
wife classes different from that divided groups. Men 
and women separate classes will always ask more ques- 
tions and more personal questions than they will mixed 
groups. (There are implications here for divided groups 
boys and girls sex education that have been overlooked 
some sex education specialists. 

Couples classes are invariably taught man and 
woman. This subtle way recognizing the separate 
sexes the mixed groups. Just the presence the man 
when the nurse talking the group gives support all 
the men. The reverse side the coin that the nurse 
stands for the girls when the man leading the discussion. 
Incidentally, have discovered that there are some hus- 
bands and wives who because brittle interpersonal rela- 
tionship feel more comfortable the divided classes. 
Relationships between husbands and wives Couples 
not assumed perfect, but there ability “take 
together” that sometimes missing the separate 
classes. 

The content for the couples presented different 
way from that the men’s and women’s groups. For 
example, when nutrition the topic the men list day’s 
meals for the wives the blackboard. Later the wives and 
the nurse evaluate what the husbands have listed for them. 
Such procedure gives many humorous situations 
wives, under the direction the nurse, evaluate good 
family and good pregnancy diet. 

Men’s Forum, men have explanations hospital 
procedures and hospital trip the maternity department 
takes away much the fear the unknown which exists 
for either both husband and wife. explanation 
dilation and progress labor clearly spelled out that 
men are less anxious about the progress their wives are 
making the first stage labor. 

especially helpful unit for the couples groups the 
explanation about sex relations during pregnancy. Doctors 
frequently give their patients routine prohibitions about 
sex relations but few explanations why the prohibi- 
tions. Together husbands and wives get clearer under- 
standing the physical, the psychological and the emo- 
tional differences between sexes. Questions relative 


improving sex relations come from husbands and wives 
the intermission period after class. 

The unit prenatal care interprets the doctor’s exam- 
ination for the husband. This important matter for 
him since almost universal practice excluded from 
the examining room. The Medical Arts film Parental 
Care valuable visual aid for explaining “the what and 
why” the procedures the doctor’s examination. This 
kind interpretation helps the husband build his confi- 
dence the physician they have chosen for the wife’s 
guidance the nine months, the labor and the delivery. 

Good humor keynotes the “man style” bath demonstra- 
tion for the husband and wife. emphasis whatsoever 
made that the man should take over care the baby. 
However, emergency arose, the simple demonstration 
gives him confidence that can handle the situation. 

For administrative reasons have settled series 
six two-hour classes. The three series per week are ar- 
ranged such way that couple need they 
can get all six classes any two week period. 

amazing has the response couples groups been that 
there have been times when have had many forty 
forty-five couples enrolled for single series. One de- 
velopment which recognizes the importance group 
identity that with the Couples sections not, under 
usual circumstances, enroll new members after the second 
meeting. refreshment break would impossible for 
each class, but the final meeting each series, milk, 
coffee and light refreshments are always served. Among 
the unanticipated dividends which come from couples 
classes are the beginnings new social relationships be- 
tween many the couples. 


Content the Couples Classes follows: 


Nutrition 
Prenatal Care 
Hospital trip-labor and delivery 


Training for Childbearing demonstration, sex edu- 
cation 


Care the baby 
The Family and its developmental tasks. 


And what couples say about these classes? 

“We both appreciate the opportunity take the Fund 
classes. knew what expect and what do, and 
seemed just come naturally.” 

“The classes put our minds ease explaining step 
step just what does take place during birth.” 


Preparation for Childbearing Classes 


course childbirth “natural”. not “painless”. 
unfortunate that these words have dominated the 
minds many men and women since Grantly Dick 


Read’s famed book, Childbirth Without Fear was pub- 
lished. The efforts popularizing new and good develop- 
ments newspapers, magazines, radio and have 
mixed values and results because the tendency many 
writers package their product “sensational”. The two 
words “natural” and have been red flags for 
the medical profession, and with good reason. The impli- 
cation good deal this kind writing has seemed 
take the initiative obstetrics, particularly the time 
delivery, away from the doctor. The advances made 
saving mothers’ lives and the lowering obstetrical cas- 
ualties have been due the earnest efforts the doctors, 
nurses, and hospitals, not the magazines. This not 
say that the rank and file the doctors have humanized 
the hospital procedures labor and delivery much 
they should. Some the advances hospital and obstetri- 
cal techniques have mechanized and de-humanized one 
the greatest moments couple’s life. Writers have done 
real service pointing out that the human and personal, 
well the scientific must part this event 
people’s lives. essential remember that the total ma- 
ternity team focused the family, the mother, the 
baby, and the father, well scientific achievement 
terms safe delivery. The real doctor who cares about 
human life has always been concerned about making preg- 
nancy, labor, and delivery natural and painless 
possible make it. unfortunate that lay groups, 
many them without any real knowledge obstetrics, 
and without medical nursing guidance are beating the 
drums for “painless childbirth”, and that they are over- 
stressing the emotional elation the birth experience. 

There are some women who have low pain threshold 
for whom childbirth can nothing but hard labor. There 
are some for whom the childbirth experience one 
great emotional elation. Many writers have been guilty 
making seem that all women could experience this 
lack pain and high elation. just does not work that 
way for many women. set expectation pain and 
great emotional elation for all women neither realistic 
nor honest. 

may seem illogical after these statements indicate 
that there good deal value emphasizing Prepara- 
tion for Childbearing Classes addition the educational 
services Mothercraft, Couples, and Men’s Forum, 
help prepare women for childbirth. But not illogical. 
There are physical advantages and supportive psycho- 
logical measures which can make the pregnancy easier 
and the labor and delivery less painful and probably 
though this harder prove, that the total labor and 
delivery time shortened. All expectant parent classes, 
they are accomplishing what they set out do, are 
making pregnancy, labor and delivery less fearsome and 
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easier. This was true even before the relaxation and breath- 
ing procedures were described Read and adapted the 
United States Thoms and Goodrich Yale, and pro- 
moted the Maternity Center Association. 

Our own Preparation for Childbearing classes were be- 
gun 1949. Our purpose starting them was give each 
mother who enrolled more nearly individual preparation 
for her biological achievement motherhood than the 
other classes could. The goal was give the mother greater 
comfort during the pregnancy, greater support during 
labor and delivery. Since there were exercises which were 
practiced and learned, this series four hour-and-a- 
half sessions were available only written referral 
the woman’s physician. Classes are small, preferably 
about ten, but never more than fourteen. 

The content the “exercise”, “relaxation”, “breath- 
ing” classes, they are variously called women and 
the doctors, has with: 


Relaxation 

Abdominal and athletic breathing, panting 
Muscle control 

Labor rehearsal 


the nurses teach this material they continue inter- 
pret what the doctor does and why does it. Because 
stress with class members that the doctor and the other 
members the maternity team are doing everything pos- 
sible make labor and delivery easy and safe 
possible have won the support the doctors. 

always indicate that the doctors “run the show”, 
depending the woman and how labor does progress. 
tell our classes all they can understand about anal- 
gesics and anesthesias and indicate that the doctor will 
use his judgment how much and when these pro- 
cedures will used. Actually much less sedation given. 
Much less, and sometimes anesthesia administered. 

Our hospitals, our doctors, and our class members are 
almost unanimous indicating that Preparation for 
Childbearing classes pay big dividends. There are some 
women for whom this kind instruction does not work, 
but the number such people small. The popularity 
the classes with our medical profession can assessed 
some degree the fact that every doctor who doing 
obstetrics the County has made referrals these groups. 

What gained these special training classes? 


They provide focus for the woman’s attention 
labor 


They eliminate great deal pain 
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Husbands and hospital nurses can and give psy- 
chological support during labor and delivery they 
too, have learned and help the mother practice 
what she has been taught 

The additional information gained the classes 
understanding more about what happens and why 
happens labor and delivery lessens fear and 
tension and assists providing frequently shorter 
and easier labor and delivery. 


One quotation from mother gives her evaluation 
this training: 

certainly grateful for the breathing classes. 
really enjoyed this was awake all the while and 
didn’t know what missed the first time. Relaxing isn’t 
the easiest thing but you relax you will have much 
easier time. Many thanks for easier delivery.” 

necessary repeat that the training have been 
referring helpful for making the pregnancy more 
comfortable, but unless the obstetrical nursing staff the 
hospital where the woman delivered understands 
what she has been taught and wants help her practice it, 
much the value can lost. Follow-through very, very 
important. 

For eight years the Fund has helped the hospitals 
realize their obligation and privilege this regard 
providing nurse each hospital teach the obstetrical 
nursing staff exactly what the class members have been 
taught. Besides this, Fund nurses show hospital nurses 
techniques which make labor the hospital easier for the 
mothers. Even women who have not been classes get 
help because this instruction. 

Nearly fifty thousand class members have enjoyed the 
educational services provided for the childbearers our 
community. Because they did, they requested educational 
assistance for the family founding, child rearing, and child 
launching segments the Family.Life Cycle, too. The 
Fund has provided these opportunities. fascinating story 
can told about the educational adventures each 
these areas. 

Space does not allow that. The significant point that 
services for each step stimulate requests for aid another 
level. have had hundreds the same people pro- 
gressively each phase their personal and family life 
development. other organization has ever had the op- 
portunity provide this around the family life cycle kind 
service. privilege and responsibility that the 
Staff have done well and enjoyed exceedingly. 
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MINISTERIAL MARRIAGE COUNSELING LOWER-CLASS 


Bruce Brown 


Montana State University 


This paper will raise questions still current four years 
after they were suggested exploratory study coun- 
seling activities among small, but diverse sample min- 
isters Charlotte, North Carolina. These are questions 
which were inspired rather than answered the results 
that study. 

They are follows: How much premarital and marital 
counseling done ministers lower-class situations, 
and what nature this counseling? what ways does 
the lower-class situation ministers influence the extent 
and nature their counseling roles? Furthermore, how 
much need for counseling these men recognize their 
congregations, and how strong their interest meeting 
such needs? Finally, what opportunities exist for ministers 
established, liberal, middle-class churches, who are pres- 
ently supporting much the marriage counseling which 
done, encourage and guide the counseling efforts 
their fellows who are working fundamentalist sects and 
denominations whose clientel come from lower socio- 
economic class? 

The insights which may offered answer these 
questions come from piece research done Charlotte, 
North Carolina; the first step will briefly describe 
this study. The answers the questions about the extent 
and nature marriage counseling, and about social in- 
fluences affecting the ministers’ counseling roles will then 
presented. The question the extent felt need for 
and interest counseling found among ministers lower- 
class situations will then answered the findings the 
study. Finally few suggestions about opportunities which 
may exist aid lower-class ministers their marriage 
counseling will made. 

The project was not primarily study ministerial 
counseling lower-class situations, but was rather ex- 
ploration ministerial marriage counseling general. 
was conducted under the auspices Charlotte’s Family 
Life Council, co-ordinating council representing many 
agencies, public and private, interested furthering fam- 
ily life education and counseling. The choice ministers 
interviewed was guided desire obtain informa- 

Based portions the author’s M.A. Thesis, “The Clergy- 


man’s Role Premarital and Marital Counselor,” Chapel Hill, 
University North Carolina, 1956, microfilmed. 


tion about counseling activities varied and representa- 
tive selection churches Charlotte the practically 
imposed limit thirty interviews would permit. terms 
size, denomination, race and socio-economic status 
membership, the churches whose ministers 
viewed were distributed approximately the same propor- 
tion the city’s churches particular effort 
was made include “splinter groups” and small sects 
the sample. interviews information was secured through 
process semistructured questioning and probing, last- 
ing between one and two hours, and based check-list 
predetermined questions. 

The products these interviews were, first all, de- 
scriptions ministers what they did with couples before 
they married them and what they did when people came 
them asking for help with marital troubles. Then also, 
there were descriptions and information about the min- 
isters themselves, and about their congregations and their 
churches. This was great deal information analyze 
and which make sociological sense. was done, first, 
organizing all the things which ministers said they did 
counseling under the sociological concept “role,” sec- 
ond, making distinctions between types counseling 
roles which ministers played, and third, comparing 
these types roles with some the social influences 
apparently affecting the ministers who played them. 

minister’s “role” counseling meant the manner 
which he, counselor, habitually related himself the 
other person persons the counseling situation. ask, 
“To what aspect his counselees does the minister address 
himself when speaks them counselor; what atti- 
tudes sentiments predispositions does appeal?” 
Does relate himself the other persons counseling 
addressing himself their faith doctrine, their 
devotion ritual, their respect for moral precept? so, 
shall define him playing “sacred” type counsel- 
ing role. does he, quite the contrary, address himself 
his counselees’ disposition act logically and pragmat- 
ically the rational pursuit their own best interests? 
this event shall pronounce his role the archtype 

Perhaps comment order about the sociological 
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sense which the words “sacred” and “secular” are used. 
Like the theologian, the sociologist uses the term “sacred- 
ness” refer quality permanence the meaning 
and order things, and uses “secularity” designate 
contrasting quality impermanence. sociological use, 
however, the permanence referred that rooted 
slow-changing social tradition rather than that rooted 
Eternal Truth. And the impermanence sociologically noted 
that arising from the changing interests rationally 
calculating humans rather than from theological quality 
temporality. 

example ministerial activity which would 
classified sacred counseling role, consider the follow- 
ing description minister some the content his 
premarital counseling: 


tell them what the Bible teaches about married life. 
Paul his letters told women how they should act toward 
their husbands, and husbands how they should act toward 
their wives. tuld women how good housekeepers 
and how raise their children right. 

tell husbands that man can serve two masters. They 
can’t married and keep sweetheart the side. The 
same goes for women. The marriage vows say, “Forsake 
all others,” and that means all! don’t bridge over these 
things use polite words. lay right the line. 


what attitudes his counselees does this minister 
address himself when talks about husband-wife roles 
and sexual conduct marriage? addresses himself 
their faith the literal word Scripture, their rever- 
ence for the vows contained the marriage ritual, and 
their respect for the moral commandment 
indeed the persons counseled have implanted within 
them the attitudes which such sacred counseling ap- 
proach appeals, then the admonitions, prayers and warn- 
ings the minister may evoke them heightened re- 
spect for the solemnity the traditional institution 
marriage and readiness submit themselves fully its 
responsibilities. 

Now, the other extreme, the following statement il- 
lustrates well role premarital counseling which would 
classified secular: 

The husband and wife need sit down the table 
together and see what their income is, what the demands 
are, and what things they need and want the most. 

try help people see how sex can free and un- 
inhibited and happy, instead nasty and secret and low. 

try show the woman that God constructed her very 

body show that sex should enjoyed. The fact that she 

can experience orgasm means that meant for her 
enjoy it. What other function could possibly have? 

This minister describes himself addressing his appeal 
counseling the counselees’ reason and their en- 
lightened self-interest. appears assume that knowl- 
edge efficient financial management and sound sex in- 
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formation will arouse them attitudes readiness act 
intelligently their own best interest the light this 
knowledge. uses rational argument modify coun- 
selee’s attitudes about sex, appealing science and reason, 
rather than faith, reveal God’s intentions regarding 
the enjoyment sex the wife. 

The examples just given have been premarital coun- 
seling roles, but similar differences sacredness and sec- 
ularity role were identified also among the marital and 
family counseling activities described ministers. 
minister playing sacred role such counseling would 
exhort, accuse threaten his counselees, this fashion 
appealing emotional respect for doctrine, ritual moral 
teachings. the other extreme, secular role marital 
counseling consisted the minister’s attempt, acting 
impartial mediator, bring estranged sposes together 
discuss their differences atmosphere objectivity 
and calm reasen.* 

How prevalent are premarital and marital counseling 
activities among ministers lower class While 
the sample ministers interviewed Charlotte was not 
selected permit generalization the clergy the whole 
community, there were, among the eleven ministers whose 
congregations were predominantly “foremen and skilled 
workers” lower, only two who did not report engaging 
some variety premarital counseling. the remain- 
ing nine ministers this category, two described counsel- 
ing activities which were classified comprising “sec- 
ular” roles, while seven were classified playing “sacred” 
premarital counseling roles. respect marital coun- 
seling among ministers this category, only one nine 
who were questioned this subject reported having done 
such counseling; and all the remaining eight min- 
isters played marital counseling roles classified “sacred.” 
contrast, all the ministers whose congregations were 
predominantly “clerks and office workers” and above 
reported some form activity both premarital and 
marital counseling. the former capacity, nine ministers 
this category played “secular” counseling roles, com- 
pared four playing “sacred” roles. the latter task 
marital counseling, the ratio among those this cate- 
gory who were questioned was five “secular” two 
“sacred.” 

What social characteristics lower-class situations in- 
fluence the marriage-counseling roles ministers these 
situations? analyzing the data gathered from ministers 
Charlotte, the writer studied, particular, three sourcs 
social-class influences. First was the social-class level 
the minister’s congregation, based estimate him 
the most numerous occupational category found among his 
flock. Second was the extent his own education and pro- 
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fessional training. And third was the direction which lay 
the social values with which identified himself. 

Analysis data concerning the ministers’ premarital 
and marital counseling roles served substantiate the con- 
clusions that sacredness ministers’ counseling roles was 
found association with (1) prevalence semiskilled 
and unskilled occupations the congregation, (2) lack 
college seminary training for the minister, and (3) the 
minister’s expression personal identification with tradi- 
tional norms family life. Conversely secularity 
ministerial counseling roles was associated with (1) pre- 
dominance business, professional and managerial oc- 
cupations the congregation, (2) completion 
graduate theological degree minister, and (3) expres- 
sion the minister personal identification with ration- 
alistic family 

just what manner did the three characteristics 
social-class situation exert influence the minister’s 
counseling role? How, exactly, did the predominance 
lower-class members his congregation affect his coun- 
seling? Just how did limited education affect his role? 
How did his personal values influence the way which 
counseled couples? 

was through characteristics the individuals and 
couples who came the lower-class minister for premarital 
counseling that the class status his congregation had its 
influence his role counselor. If, for instance, had 
reason believe that loose premarital sexual conduct was 
prevalent among young people who came him for pre- 
marital interviews, might see alternative role 
which would characterize very sacred. the moral 
respectability his church, precarious best, were 
stake his counseling, the following approach might seem 
quite appropriate: 

ask them they are serious about this marriage, 
they are just getting married say they are married. 
ask them they intend stick it, live right, treat 
each other right, rear family, and live like Chris- 


tians. tell them that they can’t cavort and drinking 
parties the way they have the past. 


Imagine the shock which middle-class minister would 
produce routinely questioned couples this manner! 
Yet its proper context there was evidence that was 
not accepted expression the minister’s expected 
role. 

Attitudes prevalent lower-class congregation could 
frustrate even the efforts educated 
minded minister. This was illustrated the following state- 
ment Negro minister who held graduate theological 
degree, but whose parishioners were people very little 
education. the portion his premarital counseling 
which tried encourage couples rational approach 
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money-management encountered attitudes, closely 
related the educational and cultural level his people, 
which offered stubborn resistance: 


Before marriage the men feel shy about discussing fi- 
nances. They feel that the bride-to-be wants guarantee 
financial security. The men hesitate talk about fi- 
nances front their intended. They feel like they are 
being put the spot something. try bring them out 
it, but can’t it. counseling mostly religious. 


The same minister described similarly the resistance 
had encountered his discussion sex premarital 
counseling: 


haven’t included sex counseling this parish. 
something that they are afraid of. This parish has 
made specialty having old ministers. Sex here has 
been shush-word. The congregation has grown 
around the idea. They talk about sex everywhere else, but 
not with their minister. 


should stated that the most prominent effect class 
such counseling was often eliminate the chance its 
taking place all, simply because church wedding took 
place. nearby South Carolina was not necessary 
undergo the inconvenience and delay legal blood test 
feel anxiety over perhaps not passing it. Conse- 
quently, among ministers small, lower-class congrega- 
tions, was not uncommon several years without 
officiating wedding. One such minister, serving his 
third parish the time was interviewed, confided that 
had never been called upon perform marriage 
ceremony. 

This phenomenon migratory marriage provided one 
striking illustration the effect second type social 
influence upon ministers’ counseling roles. That was the 
influence exerted limited education and professional 
training. was certainly not lack native intelligence, 
least, which led the author the following quotation 
ignore both the dangers haste and the values the 
Wassermann test. showed too much ingenuity for that 
the way contrived maintain his influence over new 
families being formed his flock: 


performed seventeen marriages last year and took 
lot more people than that down South Carolina. have 
taken many couples down there the last few years 
that the Justice York gives dollar for each couple 
bring down. tells it’s pay for gas. 


Good intentions aside, the premarital counseling role which 
resulted here left lot desired awakening couples 
their rational best interests! And the cause appeared 
simple and honest lack knowledge about what 
blood tests and waiting periods were and why they were 
important. 

One topic wherein the ability counsel was closely 
associated with the extent and recency the education and 
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professional training ministers was the topic sex ad- 
justment marriage. was subject upon which lack 
knowledge was not limited ministers from the lower 
class. However, lack extensive, recent education was 
quite frequent among lower-class ministers and resulted 
the kind reluctance discuss sex adjustment illustrated 
the following quotation: 


guess that counseling about sex and family planning 
would grand thing, but have training things 
like that. talk about sex, would have only own 
family limitation, though came from family six- 
teen children. But uneducated people take any 
measures. wife and were like all the others. 
hadn’t gotten started before the babies came and put 
strain could hardly use own failures 
example for others. 


Quotations like the one just cited should not carry the 
implication that counseling about sex and reproduction 
was the only kind premarital counseling which seemed 
prevented meager knowledge. will noted 
later, lower-class ministers tended express the desire 
more than they were doing the realm premarital 
and marital counseling, and tended apologize for what 
they were not doing. Because the pervasive—and un- 
fortunate—identification premarital counseling with sex 
education, was for not engaging sex education that 
these ministers frequently apologized statements not un- 
like the one just quoted. There was apology, however, 
for not utilizing counseling the concepts “personality 
compatibility,” “emotional maturity” “democratic fam- 
ily roles.” These ideas seemed not part the cul- 
tural repertory ministers lower-class churches. There 
were apologies for neglecting them, because there was 
real knowledge them. was only when the social- 
class level reached intermediate stage between lower and 
middle class, church whose congregation contained 
large groups both blue-collar craftsmen and white collar 
clerks, that awareness such concepts was evidenced 
the minister, the following words: 


There are things [which other churches teach about 
that are very new us. this congregation 
have been used thinking that you had children, 
spanked them, and dried their breeches, you’d done your 
Christian duty. think terms psychological devel- 
opment children something new. 


third source social influences which appeared 
affect the counseling roles ministers was the values 
characteristic the social-class subcultures which they 
themselves shared. most cases ministers lower-class 
congregations seemed share partially the social values 
“poor-but-honest” upper-lower class, with its urgent 
need fight the tides sexual misconduct and financial 
improvidence which continually threatened break its 
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tenuous grasp respectability. the same time, these 
ministers seemed share partially the lower-middle class 
protest that these dangers not exist for any except few 
weak souls their congregations. The following two quo- 
tations, from two different men, perhaps give taste 
typical value-emphases regarding money and sex informa- 
tion held clergy serving lower-closs 

twenty-seven years pastoring have found that 

there large number young couples who are not able 
handle their business and spend their money wisely. 
They stay always debt, always mired the axles. 
feel that getting along what you have and not living 
beyond your means one the main things getting 
this life. out way include this when 
counsel people. have had share responsibilities, 
but proud say that have never been debt, not 
even when two family were sick. When came 
this church, was debt. But now have built 
$11,000 annex, and without any obligation. 

Well, have led primarily the scriptural basis, 
for fear that will give the wrong impression. don’t try 
bring out the real facts motherhood and fatherhood. 

stress the importance their remaining morally clean 

and paying their duty society rearing children. 

you knew our people well do, you would know 

that that’s about far you can go. 

people may think” can be, suggested the 
second quotation above, projection the minister’s own, 
personally held social values. This was discovered with 
some surprise one minister when first tried talk 
about subjects counseling which his emotionally held 
values and attitudes made difficult for him. 

not very modern, guess, just old-fashioned 
preacher. until recently didn’t into the discussion 
anything like sex knowledge premarital counseling. 

was timid, guess. But have gotten bolder recently and 

have asked each couple they have read books the 

remember the first woman questioned 

about sex. was uneasy asking such question 

woman, but she seemed more disturbed asking 

than doctor had asked her the question. 

The three ministers just quoted did not express values 
typical lower-class subculture. Financial prudence and 
avoidance sexual topics are values which signalize the 
influence middle-class morality. These quotations were 
typical, however, representing the minister’s identifica- 
tion with social values somewhat higher class level 
than that his congregation, and representing the 
approach his counselees one keeping 
with his own values. 

The results research Charlotte, North Carolina, 
are here used depict the extent and nature marriage 
counseling done ministers lower-class situations. 
would seem plausible this basis say that some form 
premaritai counseling and marital counseling probably 
practiced very nearly all such ministers, but that 
much greater proportion this counseling the type 


here described “sacred” than true that performed 
middle-class ministers. Three sources social-class 
influences, the effect which upon the sacredness secu- 
larity ministers’ counseling roles have been illustrated 
were the social class predominant the congregation, the 
extent the minister’s education and training, and the 
minister’s personal values. Where lower-class congrega- 
tion and (as was most commonly the case) their minister 
had the benefit little education, the minister’s marriage 
counseling role was kept pretty strictly one address- 
ing himself counselees’ faith doctrine, reverence for 
ritual obedience moral precepts. Where the minister 
lower-class congregation was man with higher educa- 
tion, where identified himself with the values 
social class higher than that prevalent his congregation, 
was found reaching toward role which could 
address himself slightly more his counselees’ disposition 
act intelligently their own rational best interest. 

much for the insights about the extent and nature 
counseling roles among ministers lower-class situations 
which could gleaned from the study ministerial coun- 
seling Charlotte, North Carolina; and much for the 
tentative generalizations about the social influences affect- 
ing the nature these roles. Now let turn another 
question, that the nature and extent felt needs for 
counseling and interest marriage counseling 
found among ministers lower-class situations. 

What needs were felt ministers lower-class congre- 
gations for the counseling their people premaritally 
order avert trouble, and postmaritally order help 
with trouble which had already erupted? Such needs, first 
all, were felt. There was minister among the thirty 
interviewed who did not appear genuinely recognize 
need engage some form both these kinds 
marriage counseling. This recognition extended even 
the most suspicious informants, local leader one 
“Daddy Grace’s” “House Prayer” tabernacles, who was 
extremely hesitant about letting himself interviewed 
all. mentioned before, many uncomfortable looks and 
apologetic statements response questions about the 
extent and nature ministers’ marriage counseling bore 
witness the fact that these ministers, though they might 
doing such counseling, felt that they should be. 

Why did seem that these expectations and these felt 
needs existed? One apparent reason was the frequency and 
obviousness the family difficulties which ministers 
lower-class congregations had the opportunity see. 
one minister working-class people put it: 

People this church have every kind problem— 
poverty, gambling, liquor, dope, immorality, unfaithful- 
ness. least per cent them are working-class. 
These are the people who don’t own homes. These are the 
people with the most human problems, the most home 
problems. 


Seeing their people trouble, ministers lower-class 
situations felt understandable desire something 
prevent relieve marital difficulties. 

Concern with marital behavior their congregations 
was not always purely indication ministers’ interest 
preventing unhappiness. One the important things 
which faithful church membership could give members 
the lower class was claim respectability social 
world where people were divided into “Christian people” 
one side, and “whiskey drinkers” and woman- 
chasers” the other. For this reason was extremely im- 
portant ministers lower-class churches that their 
institutions maintain reputation for being composed 
respectably behaving people. Thus counseling became 
subject very practical interest, illustrated the fol- 
lowing description “premarital counseling” 


Then there are lot couples who just start living 
together without being married. preach about that every 
once while, and sometimes get under these people’s 
skins. Then pretty soon they down South Carolina 
and bring back marriage certificate, although they 
usually don’t want read church, because they 
want people think that they have been married all along. 


Most ministers lower-class situations who were inter- 
viewed exhibited active interest “what other churches 
are doing.” Sometimes this was matter feeling the 
interviewer out; sometimes was turning the tables, 
with the interviewer being interviewed. two occasions 
minister listed some the more prominent churches and 
ministers the city and asked pointedly knew just 
what kind counseling activities they engaged in. Usually, 
however, was the lower-class minister’s interest simply 
the counseling clergymen who were doing more than 
which led selective attention being paid activities 
churches higher the social-class scale. But matter 
how openly subtly the interest “what others are 
doing” was expressed, its direction was upward. 

This upward seeking models was not simple matter 
social climbing “keeping with Rev. Jones.” 
build weak church into strong one, small church into 
great one, ministers have had find cultural models 
upon which pattern their building. Even for the lower- 
class sect, usually separatist its original orientation and 
proud the fundamentalism which distinguished from 
more prosperous and “worldly” denominations, this has 
been true. the search for new models has found 
place but up. Liston Pope’s famous study cen- 
tury’s change the character religious organizations 
Gaston County, North Carolina has, this connection, 
borne out the common-sense observation that yesterday’s 
shouting sect becomes today’s dignified 


Liston Pope, Millhands and Preachers, (New Haven: Yale Uni- 
versity Press, 1942) pp. 120-121. 
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Likely too, has been—and remains—easier reach 
toward new models matters which are the worldly 
fringe church affairs (such architecture, finance, and 
marriage-counseling) than matters theology and wor- 
ship which are closer its spiritual heart. any event, 
the ministers lower-class situationss who were inter- 
viewed Charlotte appeared least very interested 
knowing what models for marital counseling were available 
among the city’s more prominent clergymen. 

These, then, are three observations about lower-class 
ministers’ interest counseling. They are offered clues 
what might extend hand help the min- 
isters our communities who have not yet participated 
inter-church activities for the aid family life—who are 
not part our councils churches and ministerial asso- 
ciations. the observations made the course this 
study Charlotte have any counterpart the Pacific 
Northwest, ministers lower-class situations seek for 
answers problems which cause human misery and dis- 
tress among their people, want find measures re- 
duce problems marital and family behavior which are 
source vulnerability their institutions, and look 
upward along the social-class ladder find these answers 
and these measures. 

Perhaps when try lend helping hand ministers 
lower-class situations, give them the benefit what 
have learned about premarital and marital counseling, 
progressiveness. Perhaps will impatient with the 
“sacred” emphasis toward which, has been shown, 
they tend their counseling roles. Perhaps will want 
teach where they want preach, want provide knowl- 
edge and faith where they urge faith alone. Perhaps will 
find their moralities petty and their respectabilities semi- 
Victorian. 

the study described this presentation served 
demonstrate, however, there may some very basic and 
deep-seated causes underlying lack progressivenes 
among ministers the lower-class—causes like lack 
education, and like subcultural values. There very good 
chance also that what see antiquated set goals 
and ideas lower-class minister’s counseling may 
distorted copy what middle-class values used not 
long ago. may whom believes himself 
modeling his role upon. Communication between social 
classes not good our country that may not 
looked to, those lower the class ladder, exem- 
plars attitudes which have long since revised and 
values which have radically reinterpreted. Perhaps 
who come toward the first “trickling down” process 
culture-creation and culture-dispersion owe something 
those who follow us. Perhaps owe the duty guiding 


and assisting them, that not necessary for them 
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make what have come consider our mistakes all over 
again. 


COUNSELING AND ADVISING 


Editorial Comment 


Readers Bruce Brown’s paper may struck the 
fact that, although the activities the clergymen about 
whom writes are labeled “counseling” they might more 
accurately called “advice giving.” There vast dif- 
ference between the two—as, course, Mr. Brown 
fully aware. 

The significant point that the ministers reported 
Mr. Brown’s article were apparently not aware the 
difference; and Mr. Brown might, perhaps, have been 
more explicit pointing out their misunderstanding— 
since one suspects that many clergymen upper 
class settings well lower class are equally confused. 
And clergymen are not alone this failure differentiate 
between counseling and advising. Many teachers, many 
so-called “counselors” our high schools and colleges, 
and large proportion the lay public also fail under- 
stand the distinction. Committee work behalf chil- 
dren and youth frequently stalled because communica- 
tion breaks down when the word counseling used. Clari- 
fication appropriate here. 

The sine qua non counseling the existence per- 
sonal adjustment problem which the counselee recognizes 
problem but which does not fully understand and 
which unable solve satisfactorily without aid. 
corollary the counselee’s motivation seek help solv- 
ing his problem. Counseling, then, relationship 
which one person endeavors help another understand 
and solve adjustment problem. Note that the counselor 
does not attempt solve the problem; helps the coun- 
selee solve his own problem. Advice giving may possibly, 
some stage the counseling process, allowable; but 
most will only incidental part counseling. 

Advising, apart from counseling, may also per- 
fectly valid function minister preparing couple 
for marriage helping them after marriage, just 
exhortation Scriptual interpretation may included 
preparation for marriage. But these activities should 
not called counseling. Perhaps “pre-marital advising” 
“marital advice” would better terms. 

Advice may given unasked (although may un- 
likely that will followed this counseling 
cannot given unless sought. usually not sought 
until the problem becomes acute that the individual can 
longer tolerate his inability solve unaided. But, 
especially pre-marital situations—and here family life 
teachers well clergymen are may 
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employed bring into the open latent personal prob- 
lems not yet acute enough motivate the individual to- 
ward seeking help, but nonetheless serious enough 
potential sources difficulty. These methods may involve 
check lists questions, some one the sex knowledge 
inventories, permissive conversation. From such be- 
ginnings, problems susceptible solution true coun- 
seling may emerge. 


COMMENT AUTHOR 


Indeed, Curtis Avery does well point out, the tacit 
definition “counseling” employed the foregoing study 


was “the giving advice.” this usage was embodied 
the common, dictionary-level understanding the noun 
“counsel” found necessary communicating with the 
ministers interviewed, which the word means “advice, 
opinion instruction given another.” agree fully 
that would well call explicit attention the fact 
that among these ministers “counseling” most commonly 
meant give counsel” just this naive sense. heartily 
agree with the value the professionally sophisticated 
and clinically valid conception counseling defined 
Mr. Avery’s comment, and hope with him that this con- 
ception will become more widely understood and accepted 
among clergymen. 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST FAMILY LIFE NEWS AND NOTES 


GLocau, Department Editor 
Oregon College Education, Monmouth, Oregon 


The sixteenth annual meeting the Pacific Northwest 
Council Family Relations will held the Montana 
State University Campus March 19-21,1958. Keynote 
speaker Reuben Hill, Director the Minnesota Family 
Study Center, will discuss “New Child Rearing Ideas and 
Practices” and “What’s Happening Father: Changing 
Father Roles.” More information the conference will 
appear the December issue the coordinator. 


marriage clinic patterned the Oklahoma City Fam- 
ily Clinic has been established Salem, Oregon. Practical 
counsel offered without charge panel four citizens 
experienced human relations, e.g. doctor, attorney, 
minister and businessman. Counsel available only 
when both husband and wife want come together for 
advice. The chairman the clinic’s liaison committee 
Robert Anderson and its secretary Carl Greider. The 
clinic located the Salem, Oregon YMCA. 


The first Ernest Burgess Award for the best research 
proposal for the year 1958 was presented Mildred 
Kantor and Howard Gall the St. Louis County Health 
Department and Washington University. The award one 
hundred twenty-five dollars was made the twentieth an- 
ual meeting the National Council Family Relations 
held August 20-23, 1958 the University Oregon cam- 
pus. The proposed study deals with “Some Consequences 
Physical and Social Mobility Families for the Adjust- 
ment Children”. The referees for the award were Reuben 


Hill, University Minnesota, Chairman; Clifford Kirk- 
patrick, Indiana University; Ivan Nye, State College 
Washington; and Marvin Sussman, Western Reserve Uni- 
versity. 


Del Schalock and Owen Morgan report that the final 
analysis their Situational-Response 
Picture tests for the measurement marital satisfaction 
underway and should completed early next year. Until 
that time, the preliminary analysis reported the sym- 
posium “The Measurement Marital Satisfaction” 
the 1958 annual meeting the National Council Family 
Relations available through Del Schalock, Department 
Family Life, Oregon State College, Corvallis, Oregon. 


Lester Kirkendall, Professor Family Life, Oregon 
State College has received $3500.00 grant from the Com- 
mittee for Research Problems Sex the National 
Academy Science for the purpose enabling him 
complete report his study the impact premarital 
intercourse the relationships those involved. 

Professor Kirkendall will speak “An Interpersonal 
Relationships Approach Sexual Morality” confer- 
ence sex education and sexual behavior held 
Cincinnati, Ohio, November 13-15. The conference spon- 
sored the National Council Churches Christ 
America. 


the coordinator 


4 
| 


q 
q 
q 


4 


